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http://ceos.org

Committee on Earth Observation Satellites (CEOS) 
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“The primary objective of the RO is to offer a 
dedicated showcase where  end users and 
stakeholders can easily find and use EO data 
and information for disaster recovery activities.” 
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End User License Agreement (EULA)

Source: http://mdacorporation.com/docs/default-
source/licence-agreements/geospatial-services/radarsat-1-
eula-2007.pdf?sfvrsn=6
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Stage 1: Standard License Agreement 

• First Analysis: Identify common (and conflicting) terms 
and conditions
• Definitions (categorization of data) 
• Permitted Uses
• Ownership and Attribution
• Registration and Reporting

• Licenses: TerraSAR-X/ TanDEM-X, Pleiades, COSMOS-
SkyMed, ALOS-2
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Common Ground: Structurally licenses are similar.  

• Registration (online and written) 
• Permitted Uses 

• Project specific 
• Non-commercial

• Categorization: Products and Metadata
• Primary Data (standard, original, raw, unprocessed) 
• Primary Product (protected, characteristics of primary data still identifiable and/or could 

be via reverse engineering)
• Derived Product (significant irreversible modifications) 

• Value-added
• Metadata (ancillary data, support data, information)

• Ownership (IPR) (Primary Data and Products) 
• Attribution (All Products)  

• Other conditions (e.g.  liability, warranties, terms, publication/print specifications, 
sublicensing) 
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Conflicts: Licenses are complex, restrictive and unique 
for each data generator/sensor.  

Main issues: Access and Use

If the RO was triggered today: 

• Users must register with each data provider separately.
• Different registration requirements and domestic 

procedures for approving users/requests. 
• Permitted uses 

• Rights for use, reuse, and sharing of products and 
information varies between licenses. 
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Stage 2: License Template 

• Harmonize structural elements 
• Language and wording 
• Terminology and definitions 
• Uses conditions
• Waive non-essential elements

• Other considerations…
• Domestic policies  (users, data types, etc.) 
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Stage 2: License Template 

EULAs
• RADARSAT-2 End User License Agreement Single User 

License  
• RADARSAT-2 SOAR Loan Agreement
• NextView Imagery End User License Agreement
• General Conditions (and License) for the Provisions of 

COSMO-SkyMed Products
• Non-Exclusive License to Use Pleidaes Satellite Products 

Applicable to Authorized Institutional Users
• SPOT Image Corporation – US Domestic Disaster Relief 

License
• User License for the Utilization of TerraSAR-X/TanDEM-

X Data and Products for Scientific Use
• DigitalGlobe End User License Agreement
• ESA Terms and Conditions for the Use and Distribution 

of Sentinel Data
• CEOS Contribution to the GEO Geohazard Supersite: 

Data Access and License Conditions

International Legal Instruments / Policy Guidelines 
• UN Principles Relating To Remote Sensing Of The Earth 

From Outer Space ( A/RES/41/65)  
• Charter On Cooperation To Achieve The Coordinated 

Use Of Space Facilities In The Event Of Natural Or 
Technological Disasters Rev.3 (25/4/2000).2 

• Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial 4.0 
International Public License  

• GEO Report on Data Sharing Principles Post-2015 and 
Mechanisms to Ensure Legal Interoperability of Shared 
Data: Document 8

• …..
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Current Status 

Second round of feedback from agencies. 

Ideally: 
• Ready for RO
• Broader application (disaster phases, adopted by other 

organizations)
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Thank You

http://swfound.org/


